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School Goal 
 
This year, Pebble Hill is working on improving our 
literacy. The staff’s question of inquiry this year is, “Can 
we increase student reading comprehension through the 
use of effective literacy instruction involving thinking 
routines and self-assessment?”  
 
Our professional development and Collaboration time 
have been spent working on improving how we teach 
literacy. One of the strategies all students have worked 
on in the school is annotating. From Kindergarten to 
grade 7 students have drawn or printed information as 
they are listening to a story and created ‘tracks of their 
thinking”.   
 
Another strategy that students have been learning on is 
using the “Fab 4”.  Many parents will see references to 
the Fab 4 in the report cards. You too can use the Fab 4 
to help your children improve their reading strategies. 
The students use this strategy as they are reading, or 
being read to, in order to better understand the text that 
they are reading. There are four aspects to the Fab 4, and 
I will outline them in the next four paragraphs.  
 
The first part of the Fab 4 is predicting, which happens 
at the start of the book or text. Predictions can be 
changed as information is learned and as students read. 
When you read with your child at night, show them the 
cover of the book and ask them to predict what they 
think the story is about. Mid-way through the book, 
pause and ask them if they want to change their 
prediction or make a new prediction. At the end of the 
book, talk about the prediction again – did the story 
match what they predicted?  
 
Another aspect of the Fab 4 is questioning. Students 
have been working on “I wonder” questions as they read 
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the text or listen to the story. As you read with your child, pause and ask them what they 
wonder. This helps connect them to the text. Some questions may get answered as they 
read, and others may be left unanswered by the end of the text. At the end of the book, 
talk about the questions – which ones did they learn the answers to, and which ones are 
left unknown.  
 
The third strategy in the Fab 4 is clarifying - stopping and figuring out what words mean 
rather than glazing over them. For younger students there are often new words and they 
should be encouraged say “stop – I don’t know what that word means”. Use the pictures, 
context and if needed, a dictionary to figure out the word. Some students believe they 
know all the words, so a good strategy to use here is ask them what words they think a 
younger student might have troubles with and then talk about the meaning of the words 
together. How would they explain that word to a younger student? This helps them stop 
to think, rather than quickly reading on. 
 
The last strategy of the Fab 4 is summarizing.  This can happen at natural breaks in the 
story and at the end of the story. Ask your child to summarize what the story was about. 
Ask questions that will help them articulate more details about the story.  Students can 
always work on adding detail to their summaries, but it is also important that summaries 
be succinct and not include a full retailing of the entire text.  
 
 

Student Learning Survey  
 
Students in grades 4 and 7 will participate in a Ministry of Education survey called the 
“Student Learning Survey” after spring break.  This survey gives the school important 
feedback as to how students and parents feel about learning and the school environment. 
Parents of students in grades 4 and 7 will receive an email outlining the survey and 
providing a link so that the survey can be completed. I would like to encourage our grade 
4 and 7 parents to please complete the survey. I do look at the results and use it as another 
form of feedback as to what we are doing well and what we can work on improving.    
 
 

Fun Activities at School 
 

This year we have had a variety of opportunities for fun 
activities for our students. Instructors from Chang’s 
Taekwondo came and ran each PE class through some of 
the exercises of Taekwondo. We had the Lacrosse 
association send coaches, and every class was again 
exposed to a community sport. Ms. Melville was able to 
bring in a friend of hers who created a documentary on 
the Grizzlies Basketball team. Each class watched the 
documentary and then Kat Jayme came in to answer 
questions about her video and career. That was an 
amazing afternoon, with a lot of great questions from our 
students.  
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Message for Dog Owners 
 
The school playgrounds and surrounding fields are designated for children. Dog feces on 
the school grounds are a continuing issue for us. We encourage all pet owners to pick up 
after their pets, or take their pets to a designated dog park. I know many of our families 
with pets are responsible and we appreciate your diligence. Please encourage everyone to 
pick up after their pet.  
 
 

Talent Show & Parent Appreciation Event 
 
There will be a talent show this year. Auditions will happen at the beginning of May. 
Students need to be performance ready when they audition. They must have all music, 
costumes and items needed for the performance ready to go and present for the audition. 
We are looking for students to perform, play musical instruments, sing, or dance. Lip 
syncing or air bands will not make the cut for the talent show.  
 
The talent show is currently scheduled for June 7, the first Friday in June. We will also be 
hosting a parent appreciation event before school on this day. Similar to last year we will 
have coffee and muffins in the morning. We will be delivering them to cars and parents 
as they drop their children off at school.  Our talent show will be shortly after the bell on 
that day, so those of you able to stay and enjoy the talent show are welcome to.  
 
 

Basketball Season 
 
Basketball season was full of learning and fun.  This year we had four teams: Grade 6 
girls, Grade 6 boys, Grade 7 girls, and Grade 7 boys. The teams would not have been able 
to run without the volunteer time of parents and teachers. A big thank you to Mrs. 
McKaig, Mrs. Church, Mrs. Craven, Mr. Rourke, and Ms. Hardy for their time and 
dedication to the basketball teams.  
 
The district’s annual Hoop Shoot event took place on March 11th at SDSS. Pebble Hill 
submitted four teams to this event and all students had a great experience. A special 
congratulations to the grade 5 boys for placing second and the grade 7 girls for placing 
third. Congratulations to all the athletes who participated in hoop shoots this year! 
 
 

Oppenheimer 
 
Thank you to all the parents and students who made and donated cookies and squares for 
the Oppenheimer Park Dinner. This year, with the packaging and division of items, we 
provided a lot of treats for the event. The recipients were very thankful. 
 
 

From Your Parent Advisory Council 
 
The Parent Advisory Committee will be out on the primary side with coffee and treats for 
parents before school tomorrow, Friday, March 15. Please come on out, visit with your 
PAC executive and enjoy a morning pick me up.  
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Thank you to everyone who came out to support our Burger and Beer nights. With the 
two evenings, around $1800 was raised to help support initiatives at Pebble Hill!  
 
Consider joining the PAC! There are a number of vacant positions for the 2019-2020 
school year.  Positions that will be open include Treasurer, Secretary and Vice-Chair. The 
PAC is a supportive and collaborative community that strives to make our Pebble Hill 
Traditional Community stronger for our students. We’d love to see more parents involved 
in either a formalized role or attending meetings.  
 
 

Purdy’s Easter Fundraising 2019 
 
Pebble Hill Traditional PAC is holding a Purdy’s Chocolatier fundraiser, just in time for 
Easter! This Easter Fundraiser will hopefully save you some precious time with the rush 
of getting ready for Spring Break and Easter. The prices for all the Purdy’s chocolates are 
the same as in store, but they are delivered free, directly to the school, saving you a trip to 
the mall. As well, the school directly benefits from the profit raised on each product 
purchased. Look through the Purdy’s online brochure to find yummy Easter gifts for your 
family, friends, or even yourself! 
 

1) Create a new account or login at www.purdysgpp.com 
2) A search bar will pop up once you are logged in. Type the number 38519  

 (This  will link you to the Pebble Hill Traditional Elementary Page) 
3) Click “Join group” 
4) Click “Order Online” then pick all the yummy chocolate you want 
5) Click “Proceed to Checkout” and pay for your order 
6) Invite friends and family to help! 

 
This Easter Fundraiser is already live and closes on Friday, April 3, 2019. 
 
Items will be available for pick up on Friday, April 12 from 2:45 – 3:15 pm. 
 
 

Pink Shirt Day 
 
Wednesday, February 27, was Pink Shirt Day. On this day students wore pink to 
symbolize that we will not tolerate bullying anywhere. The PAC generously organized 
for cupcakes to be donated to the school by Thrifty Foods.  Cupcakes were delivered to 
the classrooms and each student was offered a treat at the end of the day. Thank you PAC 
for your time and work to put a pink smile on every child’s face.   

 
Pink shirt day was also “Principal for the Day” for one of our 
lovely grade 1 students, Lily. We had an amazing day, and the 
Principal for the Day extended both recess and lunch breaks. She 
walked around with her two-way radio during lunch time and 
regularly communicated to Vice-principal (for the day) Hopkinson 
that all was well where she was supervising. She delivered pink 
cupcakes to students, visited classes and conducted a survey with 
primary students, reporting the information back to the district. It 
was a fun day! Thank you to the PAC for organizing the online 
auction that made this day possible! 

http://www.purdysgpp.com/
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